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Letters to the Editors 





What Determines a Hymnal’s Composition? 





More Than ‘‘Finickiness’’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Recently (March 17) in your Letters to 

the Editors columns, Mr. B. W. Baker 
wrote, “It is apparent that those who com- 
pile hymn books are finicky in their musi- 
cal tastes; and whatever appeals to their 
whims is a stately and sacred hymn; that 
which does not, is just another song. 
I do hope we will get a book {referring to 
the new united hymnal] which will meet 
the general needs of the church, but judg- 
ing by the past, I am probably hoping for 
too much.” 

Since I was one of the editors of the 
Hymnal for Christian Worship, I can state 
with certainty that the editors of this 
book were moved by more than finickiness 
or whimsy in the choice of hymns and 
tunes. This brief letter affords insuffi- 
cient space for an essay on the principles 
of editing a hymnal but I must say that 
the editors of the above-mentioned hymnal 
were moved by a deep concern to supply 
the church with a collection of superior 
hymns which could be easily sung. We 
wanted to take into consideration the spe- 
cific background of Southern Presbyterian 
hymn-singing and to provide sufficient 
hymns in keeping with this tradition. We 
also wanted to reach back into the treas- 
ury of the historic church and bring out 
valuable and useful hymns which had not 
before been available to our people. Fur- 
thermore, we wanted our people to have 
the advantage of the finest contemporary 
hymns. 

The choice of hymns and tunes for this 
particular hymnal was not made in an 
ivory tower but was made by members of 
local churches, directors of religious edu- 
cation, ministers, regional directors, and 
musicians, Several score of such people 
checked and rechecked the list of hymns 
and tunes. 

In the final analysis, neither the editors 
nor the editorial committee made the real 
selection. Countless millions of Christians 
through the ages have sung and proved 
thousands of hymns and have held fast 
to the few hundred which were superior. 
These, in the main, are the hymns which 
found their way into the Hymnal for 
Christian Worship. 

I am aware that Mr. Baker was not re- 
ferring specifically to the editors of this 
particular hymnal. I am simply citing a 
specific example of editorship which was 
an exception to his description, because 
I want our church to look forward to the 
new joint Presbyterian hymnal with 
eagerness of spirit. 

I know that the joint committees of the 
various Presbyterian churches preparing 
this hymnal are aware of the needs of 
their particular branches of Presbyterian- 
ism and I feel sure that this cooperative 
venture will yield one of the finest and 
most useful hymnals yet to appear in this 
country. JAMES SYDNOR. 

Richmond, Va. 


Children and Worship (4) 


Fourth in a series 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Perhaps the first requirement of a serv- 
ice planned for children is that provision 
be made for their active participation. 
This can be done through the use of 
hymns, responsive and unison readings of 
Biblical passages, litanies, etc, It might 
be worthwhile too to teach our children 
to use The Book of Common Worship. 

Might it be that one reason for our pres- 


ent-day Biblical illiteracy is that in many 
churches the Bible itself is little used in 
public worship? We hear the Bible read 
by the minister, but that is not enough. 
We also need to see its words with our 
own eyes and to utter them with our own 
lips. 

If there is value in a period of silent 
prayer and meditation, we ought to start 
with our children in attempting to develop 
that aspect of worship. I am thinking 
now of complete silence—not silence “ac- 
companied by organ music.” Some of us 
who love music find it difficult to pray and 
meditate against a background of music. 
(E. g., if a hymn is used—unless the words 
are printed in the bulletin—we first try to 
identify the tune. Then we grope for the 
words. An added difficulty is that fre- 
quently the same tune is used for differ- 
ent sets of words.) 

A family service would provide a won- 
derful incentive for the development of 
a Junior Choir which could furnish at 
least part of the “special music.” The 
choir could also learn new hymns and 
“teach” them to the congregation. Per- 
haps once a month the church school de- 
partments could take turns in providing 
the special music, using songs they have 
learned in church school, 

Do you suppose if we employed minis- 
ters of music to work directly with chil- 
dren they might, when they were older, 
be more willing to sing in our adult 
choirs? 

Wonderingly yours, 

HOPEFUL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 
Ecumenical City, U. S. A. 


Medical Insurance for Workers 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

El Paso Presbytery is now providing 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield insurance for 
all of the Home Mission ministers and 
their families. This became effective 
April 1, 1952. It was the feeling of the 
Extension Committee that if anybody 
needed medical insurance it was this 
lower salaried group of consecrated men. 
We call this plan to the attention of the 
church that other presbyteries might give 
consideration to similar insurance, 

LEE MILLING, 
Executive Secretary. 
El Paso Presbytery, 
Big Spring, Texas. 


After the Program of Progress 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In response to your request for letters 
on possible church-wide objectives (after 
the Program of Progress—What’”), I 
would like to mention one need which is 
receiving less attention than its impor- 
tance merits. I refer to Christian educa- 
tion on elementary and high school levels. 

Our niggardly support of schools like 


French Camp and Chamberlain-Hunt, 
which are doing an excellent job, in the 
face of terrific financial handicaps, is ex- 


tremely shortsighted. 

We are missing the boat by not prepar- 
ing to take care of the overload which a 
skyrocketing birthrate will throw upon 
the public school system a few years from 
now. This ig particularly true in our 
Southern states, which are committed to 
the impossible task of maintaining two 
separate but equal school systems—one 
for white children, and one for Négroes. 

And assuming, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that public school facilities may 
keep pace with increasing enrollment— 
will the products of an increasingly secu- 





larized public system be interested in at- 
tending our church-related colleges? | 
doubt it. 

The patent answer to that, of course, 
is home religious training, but it seems 
obvious that parents today need more 
help, rather than less help, in making 
Christianity vital to their children, Ana 
nobody would claim, I am sure, that the 
time spent in Sunday school is sufficient. 

My vote for a major church-wide objec. 
tive goes for expansion of church-related 
education facilities, even if my vote is the 
only vote. 

FRANK D. ALLEN. 

Jackson, Miss. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In response to your interesting article 
on “After the Program of Progress— 
What?” in the March 17 issue of the Pres- 
byterian Outlook, I recommend that our 
next church-wide program be similar in 
aim to the “Christian Higher Education 
Year” program of the United Lutherans. 

Astonishment and shame came over me 
when I visited one of our seminaries re- 
cently and saw the inadequate buildings. 
Many of our own colleges are equally in 
need of more new buildings to care for 
their present student body. When the 
youngsters now crowded in the elementary 
grades and junior high schools reach col- 
lege age we can expect a rapid rise in the 
college enrollments. If our church-re- 
lated colleges are to continue training 
their share of college students they must 
start building now. 

If we really want strong church-related 
colleges, our church must give them 
greater financial support. If we fail to 
give them this some will be forced to turn 
elsewhere for support and guidance. If 
they are to remain church-related they 
must be church-supported. 

JACOB UHRICH. 

San Antonio, Texas. 


Preachers Should Be Understood 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In the March issue of the Presbyterian 
Survey there was an article by Paul Tudor 
Jones which struck me as being very 
timely. It is entitled “Preaching and the 
Battle for Man’s Mind.” The more I 
think of it the more I wish that every 
pastor in our church would read it and do 
some serious thinking along that line. 
Let me quote a couple of statements from 
the article: 


“However flawless in diction and 
solid in theology the proclamation of 
the Christian message may be, if, 
from the point of view of the man in 
the street that message is either un- 
intelligible or irrelevant, then his at- 
tention has not been captured, and the 
man has not been taken for Christ.” 

“How can we expect to capture the 
hearts and minds of men when we do 
not even speak their language?” 


It seems to me that this is one of the 
lines of endeavor in which our churches 
can make great improvement. Too many 
of our preachers have not been able to 
get away from the ecclesiastical termi- 
nology of the seminary to the place that 
they can talk to us im our own language. 
Too many average church-goers are not 
going to try to understand it and much 
less are the non-church-goers which we 
are trying to reach. 

I think this principle was brought out 
at our Men’s Conventions last fall by the 
response to the talks made by laymen, in 
particular those by Messrs. Roe Bartle and 
Francis Pickens Miller. (I attended the 
Greensboro meeting in full and heard 
recordings of the others.) 

Thanking you for the privilege of ex- 
pressing this thought, I am, 

A CONCERNED ELDER. 
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nd the suing and being sued. Kingdom of God. We believe that this wa. L. Sibley, Union, S. C.; John Well- 
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nounced by the coalition government of 
Field Marshal Jan C. Smuts and Gen. 
J. B. M. Hertzog. Marshal Smuts, then 
Prime Minister, called it Fascist and 
forbade civil servants to be members. 

This ban was rescinded by Prime 
Minister Daniel F. Malan in 1948 when 
his Nationalist Party won the election 
and swept him into power. Dr. Malan 
and 60 of the 80 Nationalist members 
of Parliament are members of the 
Broederbond. 

New laws put through by the Malan 
government and virtually disenfranchis- 
ing the country’s overwhelming non- 
European majority were recently de- 
clared unconstitutional by the Appeals 
Court. Dr. Malan has refused to accept 
the verdict. 

Eighteen other clergymen were on 
the platform with Dr. Devos as he urged 
the calling of a national congress to dis- 
euss the situation and demanded the 
disbandment of the Broederbond. 


Graham Headquarters 
Moving to Washington 
(RNS) Evange- 
list Billy Graham is moving his national 
Minn., 


Washington, D. C. 


headquarters from 
to Washington. 

The transfer, nearly 100 
workers, will take place as soon as suit- 
able permanent headquarters can be lo- 
cated here. Two or three downtown 
buildings are under consideration, his 
representatives said. 


Minneapolis, 


involving 


Tke new headquarters will be com- 
posed of three separate units: the team 
office, which will conduct the preaching 
crusades in various cities; the film dis- 
tribution office, which will have charge 
of Billy Graham Evangelistic Films; and 
the radio office, which will handle the 
evangelist’s radio and television broad- 
casts. 

A spokesman for Mr. Graham said 
that Washington had been selected for 
the new headquarters because ‘‘our pro- 
gram is a national one and Washington 
is the national capital.” 

He said the capital is close to the 
Southeastern part of the United States, 
where recent evangelistic activities have 
been concentrated, and also is handy to 
major Eastern cities where the head- 
quarters of many church groups are lo- 


cated 


E&R Church Oversubscribes Goal 


Chicago (RNS) 
$1,000,000 for 
Evangelical and Reformed churches has 
been oversubscribed by nearly $100,- 
000, denominational leaders announced 
here. 

Albert C. Buehler, president of the 
Victor Adding Machine Co., who iacads 
the campaign committee, said that con- 
tributions are eventually expected to 
reach $1,500,000. Nearly 10,000 volun- 
teer workers participated in the drive. 
which was principally a laymen’s effort. 


A campaign to raise 


construction of new 


4 


The Evangelical and Reformed 
Church has 2,500 congregations and 
700,000 members in thirty-seven states. 
Purd E. Deitz, of St. Louis, general 
secretary of the denomination’s board 





of national missions, said the fund wil} 
be used for long term, low interest 
loans to new congregations so that a 
minimum of ten new churches may be 
established each year. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Pane] members answering questions here are: Donald G. Miller and Ernest 
Trice Thompson of the Union Seminary (Va.) faculty. 


Why do some forms of the Apos- 
tles’ Creed leave out “descended 
into hell,” when the phrase has 
been in the creed since the 4th cen- 
tury? 


THOMPSON: The Apostles’ Creed is 
the oldest and best beloved of all Chris- 
tian creeds. We can trace it back as far 
as the middle of the second century, to 
about 150 A. D., at which time it was 
the baptismal creed of the church in 
Rome. It did not present 
form until the 8th century. This means 
that clauses or phrases were added at 
period of 500 years. 
The clause, ‘‘he descended into hell,’ 
was one of the last to be added. No one 
knows exactly why it was added, or what 
it meant at the time. It may have in- 
dicated that Jesus’ experiences were 
completely human, that he was fully 
human as well as fully divine, and that 
those who died before Christ came on 
earth had a chance also to hear and re- 
to the gospel. Many churches 
omit it today because it was a late addi- 
tion to the creed, because its Scripturai 
foundation is very uncertain, and be- 
cause its meaning is so very obscure. 


assume its 


intervals over a 


spond 


MODERATOR: 
that more churches which use the creed 
in their services, leave it out or put it 
in? 


Is is your impression 


THOMPSON: I do not know. I imag- 
ine that probably the majority of Pres- 
byterian churches leave it out. [I hap- 


pened to attend a Methodist service 


this morning and observed that they too 
omitted the phrase. But I cannot speak 
for other denominations other than my 
own. e 


* *” * 


Why is it that the churches of 
our community don’t preach Acts 
2:38: ‘And Peter said unto them, 
‘Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.’ ” 


MILLER: The question seems to 
to suggest that they do not, which I 
would question. I am able to go to only 
one church on any one Sunday morning, 
so I cannot answer personally what is 
being preached in all the churches of 
even one community; but in all the 
churches I have ever known intimately 
it is the requirement for membership 
that people at least profess repentance 
for their sins. It is the requirement for 
membership in all evangelical churches 
that people be baptized before they are 
members; and so, as for the churches 
I know, if they do not preach it from 
the puipits, they practice the demand 
for repentance and baptism. As to he- 
ing filled with the Holy Spirit, that is 
the result of repentance and baptism, 
according to the passage here. If we 
fall down anywhere it is at this point, 
but I presume that people are at least 
making an honest effort to open their 
lives to the incoming of the Spirit of 
Christ. 





LOUISVILLE FELLOWSHIPS—Three Louisville Seminary seniors have 


been named winners of graduate fellowships by that institution (left to 


right) : 


Richard B. Hunter, Denver, Colo., the Fielding Lewis Walker fel- 


lowship; Grayson L. Tucker, Jr., Laurel, Miss., the Olof Anderson, Sr., Me- 
morial fellowship; and George J. Clementson, Pittsburgh, the Class of 1941 
fellowship. 
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Colossians 1:13-18 


Christ. All Christians readily af- 

firm this. We have it in mottoes of 
our churches: “‘Christ the only answer,” 
“Christ the only hope,” and so on. But 
this at once raises a question: What 
Christ is meant? The Jesus of example, 
or of history, or the human Jesus, or 
Jesus as teacher, or Jesus as the Son 
of God? What do you mean when you 
say, “Christ is the only hope of our 
tragic world’? Many different answers 
are given by different persons. What is 
your Christ? 

Let us consider the answer one man 
gave long ago to this question. In 
Colossians 1:13-18 Paul sets forth his 
idea of Christ. We shall be greatly aided 
in answering this momentous question, 
if we understand his answer to our ques- 
tion. 


T (iE NEED of the world today is 


I. One Man’s Christ 


Paul describes Christ in his relation 
to the Father, the universe, and the 
church. 


1. Christ’s Relation to the Father 


Everyone has to assume some rela- 
tion to God the Father. What was 
Christ’s relation to God the Father? 
Paul says that Christ is the Son of God. 
This is a cardinal point in Paul’s belief 
about Christ. He is the Son of God in 
the fullest meaning of that phrase. He 
is not a son by adoption, or because he 
had so much of the divine in him, or 
because he lived a_ perfect life. Paul, 
along with all other New Testament 
writers, made this to be a foundation- 
stone of all his preaching, teaching, and 
living. “In him dwelt all the fulness of 
the godhead bodily’ (2:9). “‘And the 
Word was God’’(Jn.1:1). Paul expresses 
this thought in our present passage 
when he says the Father “has trans- 
lated us into the kingdom of the Son of 
his love’ (ASV). What more can be 
said of his relation to the Father than 
these words, his only Son who is the 
object of his love? And the love of the 
Son for the Father is nowhere more 
clearly set forth than in Christ’s great 
triumphant prayer, ‘‘Father, glorify thy 
name (Jn. 12:28), even though it 
means death on the Cross for the Son. 


But Christ is the image of the invis- 
ible God Paul says. Now an image is 
a likeness, a representation of some- 
thing or someone. On the postage stamp 
you will see the image of Washington or 
Benjamin Franklin, or someone else. 
When we see the image or likeness, we 
Say at once that it is Washington or 
Franklin, or whoever it may be. We see 
a portrait of someone and we _ recog- 
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One Man’s Christ 


By E. W. McLAURIN 
* 


nize that person from the picture. Just 
so, Christ is the image of the Father. 
He is the likeness of the Father. Men 
have always wanted to know what God 
is like, and they have set him forth 
often in their own carved likenesses of 
him. Or they have embodied their image 
of him in rational concepts and abstract 
propositions of philisophy. But these 
physical representations of God of the 
heathen or the rational constructions of 
the philosophers are not widely known, 
and they are less loved and served. 


In Christ we see God, for God himself 
has given us ‘‘the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ” (I Cor. 4:6) Christ is the 
effulgence of his glory and the very im- 
age of his substance” (Heb. 1:3). When 
men wanted to see God, he pointed them 
to himself. When Philip asked him to 
show him the Father, Christ answered 
him, ‘‘He that hath seen me hath seen 
the Father” (Jn. 14:9). ‘‘He who sees 
me sees him who sent me” (Jn. 12:45, 
RSV). Man has never been able by 
searching to find God, and no one can 
make God known to man except the Son, 
himself God, the One who is in the 
bosom of the Father (Jn. 1:18). 


No civilized person today would think 
for one moment of trying to find God 
in the idols of the heathen. A civilized 
person knows very well that such an 
image is not God and cannot be God. 
But multitudes today are still trying to 
find God in the representations of him 
imaged forth by the philosophers and 
sociologists. Oftentimes thinkers have 
taken some of the marks of God as im- 
aged in Jesus Christ and made a patch- 
work God. The pages of the history of 
religion and especially of Christianity 
are illustrated with countless such man- 
made portraits of God, many of them 
caricatures of the God revealed in Jesus 
Christ. 


But the mind and the heart of man, 
wearied and tired by perplexity and sin, 
constantly turns anew to the image of 
God in Christ, crying, ‘“‘We would see 
Jesus: other lights are paling.’’ His por- 
trait of God is alone complete and satis- 
fying. 


2. Christ’s Relation to the World 


What is the relation of Christ to this 
world in which we live, and of which 
we are a part? Paul answers this ques- 
tion rather fully. He says four things 
about Christ’s relation to the universe. 

He is before all things. That is, Christ 
existed before the world came into be- 
ing. The first affirmation in the Gospel 
according to John is the same: ‘In the 
beginning was the Word.’ When the 
world began to be, Christ the eternal 
Word already was. He did not come into 
existence at the incarnation, at his 
birth in Bethlehem; he already was. He 
became flesh then; he then took on our 
human nature, but he had always ex- 
isted before then and before the crea- 
tion of the universe. 

Next, in his relation to the world, all 
things were created by him (Col. 1:16; 
Jn. 1:3; Heb. 1:2). Jesus Christ, the 
pre-existent Son of God, is the active 
agent in creating the universe. The 
Father planned, but the Son actually 
did the work of creating the world in 
which we live, and of which we are a 
part. We often do not think of Christ 
as the creator; we do not make our 
Christ to be the mighty Maker of the 
World. Paul did make him to be the 
creator of the world and the source of 
all life. This is a part of his conception 
of Jesus Christ. 

Paul adds a third quality in the re- 
lation of Jesus Christ to the universe: 
*“*All things were made for him.”’ Em- 
phasize that preposition: ‘All things 
were made for him.’’ The destiny of 
this universe is toward Christ. He is the 
“far-off divine event, towards which the 
whole creation moves.’’ The New Testa- 
ment teaches that all creation must one 
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day acknowledge the rule of Jesus 
Christ. Consider Paul’s greatest expres- 
sion of it, in Philippians 2:9-10: ‘‘There- 
fore God has highly exalted him and be- 
stowed on him a name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father’ (RSV). 

Many present-day conceptions of 
Christ disregard this characteristic of the 
New Testament picture of our Lord en- 
tirely. He is Savior, Teacher, Example, 
Friend, and fulfills many other roles in 
his relation to his followers. But we are 
reluctant to give him complete control 
over our lives. 

In the New Testament, in about twen- 
ty-four cases at least, followers of Christ 
are described as ‘‘slaves’’ of Christ. All 
our English translators soften this 
down to the word ‘‘servant.” He de- 
finitely did not call us “‘slaves,’’ which 
is the correlative of ‘‘Lord.’”’ But these 
early followers of the Christ constantly 
referred to themselves as his ‘‘slaves.”’ 
This does not suit the modern mood. We 
invite him into our homes, but confine 
him to the formality of the living-room. 
We invite him into our lives but restrict 
his activities to a section called “re- 
ligious,’’ some limited action in a sec- 
tion called ‘‘ethical,’”” and oftentimes 
sharply excluded from our social, politi- 
cal, educational and economic activities. 
We have mutilated Paul’s Christ. 

Paul adds yet one statement 
about Christ’s relation to the world: ‘In 
him all things hold together” (RSV), 
“All coheres in him’’ (Moffatt). Paul is 
here saying that the world is held to- 
gether by Christ, and that it goes to 
pieces when he is displaced in the life 
of men. For Paul, Christ was and is the 
principle of unity and coherence that 
keeps the world from falling apart. 

We are living in a time when our 
world is falling to pieces. The confident 
civilization of the first years of this cen- 
tury is breaking up, disintegrating be- 
fore our very eyes, and we seem to be 
able to do nothing about it. What is the 
reason for this? Karl Barth 
that it can be ‘conclusively demon- 
strated’’ that, in proportion as men’s 
conception of Christ has diminished the 
traditional Christ in the 
church, the church has lost power and 
effectiveness. This weakened church has 
resulted in a weakened world. The in- 
evitable result is a break-up of life. As 


more 


asserts 


view of 


men have increasingly rejected Christ, 
disintegration, strife, war, demoraliza- 
tion, death, have come upon our mod- 


ern world. 

3. Christ’s Relation to the Church 
Paul’s Christ has a very definite re- 

lation to the church. Christ is the Head 

of the church and the Savior of the 

church. We may consider these rather 

dealing with an 


area more familiar to all of us as Chris- 


briefly, since we are 


tians. 
First of all, in this figure of the head 


and the body, Christ is presented to us 
as controlling his body, the church. Just 
as the head controls and directs the ac- 
tivities of our physical bodies, so Christ 
controls and directs the activities of the 
church. We do not control parts of our 
body when injury or disease has im- 
paired those parts. Just so, Christ does 
not control in his body when moral and 
spiritual disease or injury has affected 
some vital function. 

The church as his body completes 
Christ, is his home in our world, and is 
the means of his carrying out his plans 
in the world. If he can call any place in 
modern life home, it is not some cham- 
ber of commerce, some excellent social 
organization, some government, or some 
fraternal or humanitarian organization, 
however much in some instances such 
groups may welcome him. His sole 
home is his church. It is the sole agency 
charged with the responsibility of do- 
ing his will among men. 

And Paul asserts that Christ is the 
Savior of his body, the church. He is the 
One who reconciles men to God and 
saves them from their sin in so doing: 
Here we are on very familiar ground, 
even though we may often think of sal- 
vation in a shallow sort of way. The 
church has almost always insisted on 
this as one of the marks of Christ. And 
we can never forget that the church is 
composed of those who have been ‘‘de- 
livered from the authority of darkness 
and translated into the kingdom of the 
Son of his love.”’ 

Lastly, Paul asserts that Christ is go- 
ing to present his people some day be- 
tore the Father ‘‘holy and blameless and 
irreproachable”’ (1:22). This church, so 
marred by inner imperfections and con- 
flict, so searred by outward struggle, 
will one day lose all these imperfections 
and marks of conflict, and he will pre- 
sent her to himself ‘‘a church glorious, 
in immaculate beauty and unfading 
youth’”’ (Eph. 5:27). 

Such is one man’s answed to the ques- 
tion: What Christ do you mean? 


II. What Is Your Christ? 


A troublesome question persistently 
intrudes itself into the mind and heart 
of anyone seriously considering this 
man’s Christ: What is my Christ? What 
do I think of him? In your own mind 
you have probably marked down points 
already in which you disagree or agree 
with this man’s Christ. But let us force 
ourselves to give a more definite answer. 
We shall find that most of us have di- 
minished the size and mutilated the full- 
orbed perfection of Paul’s’ Christ. 
These mutilated Christs, be it said to 
our shame, are too often my Christ and 
your Christ. 

Is your Christ the shrunken Christ as 
ethical teacher? Christ has given to us 
the highest morality the world knows. 
Is that all he means to you and to me? 

Or is your Christ the merely human 
Christ, the perfect man indeed, but only 
man? 


Or is your Christ the Christ of the 
New Testament reduced to the Christ of 
example? 

Again, is your understanding of Jesus 
simply the Jesus of history, sprung from 
his own times and environment, the pro- 
duct of the culture of his day? 

These questions face the church to. 
day when we hear on every side: “Christ 
is the only answer.’”’ Do we have as our 
Christ the dwarf-sized Christ of many 
contemporaries? 

In 1912 James Denney, a great Scot- 
tish theologian and preacher, visited 
Protestant churches in Berlin and heard 
sermons on _ idealistic philosophy 
preached to largely vacant pews. He said 
later to the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland: “I had rather go 
forth with a crucifix in my hand and 
the feeblest powers of moral reflection, 
than to have the finest moral insights 
and no Son of God who came by blood.” 

Again, what is the size of your 
Christ? What is your Christ? 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


including Presbyterian, U. 8. and U. S&S. A. 





EXCHANGE OF PULPITS 

eClayton, N. J. ist ch, 245 mbs; com- 
muters town of 3,200, hour’s drive from 
Philadelphia, Atlantic City. Five August 
Sundays, 1 service per Sunday. Desire 
excg. in Miami or St. Petersburg, Fla; 
manse excg. John I. Prather, 10 N, Delsea 
Dr., Clayton, N. J. 

@Lockport, Rt. 6, N. ¥Y. 2nd ch, Lock- 
port, Wrights Corners; 100; 250 mbs. 25 mi 
Niagara Falls and Canadian border. Serv- 
ices 10:00, 11:15 a. m. July 6, 13 excg. de- 
sired in Va., Carolinas, Hudson Valley or 
Long Island. Manse excg. Or will supply. 
Richard V. Colen, Rt. 6, Lockport, N. Y. 

@ Moosic, Pa., 450 mbs., near Pocono Mts. 
and other natural scenic attractions. 1 
service and church school; 5 Aug. Sundays 


(or July-Aug.); manse excg. Will con- 
sider eastern U. S. or Canadian area; 
specia] interest in mineral collecting. 


Wm. J. Frazer, 625 Main St., Moosic 7, Pa. 

@ Marion, S. C., 271 mbs. 4 July or Aug. 
Sundays, New England states or N. Y. 
Marion is near Myrtle Beach; 1 Sun, serv- 
ice. Ben F. Ormand, Box 186, Marion, §. C. 

eSummersville, W. Va., 50 mbs., new 
field, heart of mtns; swimming, fishing, 
ete., easily available; 4 July or Aug. Sun- 
days. Manse excg. Prefer Fla. or At- 
lantic Seaboard. Raymond P. Sharp, Sum- 
mersville, W. Va. 

@Matthews (near Charlotte), N. C. 
Providence ch, 270 mbs. 1 Sun. service 
Suburbs of Charlotte; 125 mi. Carolina 
mtns., 200 mi. coast. 4 Aug. Sundays 
Manse provided here. Prefer N. Y. State, 
Western New England, Eastern Tenn. Or 
will supply. Harold D. Hayward, Rt. |, 
Matthews, N. C. 

@ Newport, Ky., First ch, 300 mbs., 4 Sun- 
days, 1 service per Sunday. $100 and 
manse. Five minutes, downtown Cincin- 
nati; summer opera and big-league base- 
ball. No particular location preferred 
Jos. W. Fix, 669 Nelson PI, Newport, Ky. 

e@Seattle, Wash., Angle Lake ch, 135 
mbs., 11:00 a. m. only. 4 Aug. Sundays 
Prefer Sou. Calif. or Los Angles area. 


Alfred W. Ekkens, 1424 S. 192nd St» 
Seattle, Wash. 
@Spearville, Kan., Federated ch, 170 


mbs; indefinite number of Sundays, A's. 
Oct. 11:00 a. m. worship, 7:15 p. m., Wed 
youth fellowship; 9:45 S. S. Perhaps best 
rural ch bldg. in West. Manse desired. 
Prefer Ariz., lower Calif., Tex. Lane © 
Findley, Box 34, Spearville, Kan. 
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Easter to Pentecost Studies (1) 
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The Present Tense of God 


FEW YEARS ago a discouraged 

minister determined to find out 

how the little company of Chris- 
tians met the problem of the first ‘‘post- 
Easter slump”’ after the Resurrection. 
He studied diligently, giving close at- 
tention to the second chapter of Acts. 
He, of course, came up with the discov- 
ery about the post-Easter slump that 
there wasn’t any! Instead, there was a 
tremendous surge of new life. The com- 
pany of followers of Jesus, bewildered 
for a moment at the departure of their 
Lord, was endowed with courage, power, 
and confidence. They did not creep into 
corners, hiding from a hostile world, but 
came out boldly to win the world to 
Christ. It was the greatest change of 
which history has any record. The only 
words which can explain it in the Book 
of Acts are words of violent action, ‘‘the 
rush of a mighty wind’’; ‘‘tongues of 
fire.’ Those who heard the first Chris- 
tian sermon by Peter were “cut to the 
heart.’”’ The cause of it all was thus de- 
scribed: ‘“‘They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” ... 


What do we mean by the Holy Spirit? 
One of the simplest answers is that the 
Holy Spirit is the present tense of God. 
That definition is inadequate, but it 
does picture the truth enshrined in the 
words “the Holy Spirit.’ It affirms that 
God is here, now, active. To believe in 
the Holy Spirit is to believe in a God 
not located back in the past, or off in 
the future, but God in the present. Other 
more adequate statements stress this 
here-and-now aspect of God, as in the 
modern affirmations of belief fre- 
quently used in churches. Thus, “We 
believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine 
presence in our lives, whereby we are 
kept in perpetual remembrance of the 
truth of Christ, and find strength ana 
help in time of need.’’ Or as another af- 
firmation puts it, ‘‘We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, God present with us for 
guidance, for comfort, and for strength.”’ 

It is always a tragedy when God gets 
into the past tense. Yet that can so eas- 
ily happen in the life of a person and 
church. It is not that we deny the exis- 
tence of God. Not at all. It is that we 
too often have no stirring consciousness 
of God being here, in us, among us, 
quickening and empowering us. Many 
among the Jews of Jesus’ day put God 
back into the past or shut him away in 
a distant future. They knew two words 
in religion—yesterday and tomorrow. 
When Jesus came to Nazareth and be- 
gan his ministry his first word was 
“today’’—“‘today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:21) 

That is a deep need of all of us, in- 
dividuals and churches. A God who 
acted in the past, no matter how glor- 
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iously, is largely a frozen asset, some- 
thing that is not a readily available re- 
source. Paul Scherer has complained 
picturesquely that our religious life 
ought to be much more than a string of 
anniversaries of the past. He writes: 
“‘We Christians seem to have developed 
a kind of memorial complex. All some 
of us can manage is a pleasant historical 
mood. Religion is like marriage in this, 
it can fall away until it becomes little 
more than the celebration of anniver- 
saries.”’ 

The Holy Spirit was an experience be- 
fore it was a doctrine. We ought never 
to forget that Christian experience al- 
ways comes before Christian doctrine. 
Every Christian doctrine was formu- 
lated as an attempt to account for an 
experience. At Pentecost something 
happened. As William Newton Clarke 
puts it, ‘What the New Testament con- 
tains is not so much a doctrine as a 
consciousness of indescribable richness 
and power.” Richness and power came 
into the lives of the company gathered 
in the upper room. It was something to 
sing about, and they sang about it. It 
was something to tell the world about, 
and they told the world about it. God 
came into their lives in a startling man- 
ner. That momentous coming was called 
“receiving the Holy Spirit.’’ No lesser 
words could account for it. 


That experience may be ours if we do 
not hang an iron curtain in front of our 
lives. The “rushing of a mighty wind’ 
was truly a_e springtime wind and 
brought the bursting new life of spring 
to the Christian fellowship .... 

A minister once astonished a meeting 
of the official board of his church by 
asking a question. He did not ask about 
the report of the treasurer or about the 
totals of church membership. He asked, 
“Have you met God today?’’ Why not? 
The doctrine of the Holy Spirit means 
that we can and ought to meet Goa 
every day. We can meet him in longing, 
in our prayer, made in the faith that 
spirit with spirit can meet. We can meet 
him when in the course of the day some 
subtle temptation suddenly comes 
around the corner and takes our arm to 
walk with us. If then, we send out a cry, 
winging its way upward—‘O, God, help 
me now!’’—-then we meet God. We can 
meet God when some need comes into 
high visibility. That is God confronting 
us with the old question, ‘‘Who will go 
for us?’’ We can meet him in hours of 
discouragement and grief as the Com- 
forter. It is not an idle question, but 
has in it the very heart and life of our 
faith. 

Ask it, “Have you met God today?’’ 
He is waiting to meet us. 

—THE FIRST FINE CARELESS 
RAPTURE. Dept. of Evangelism, Na- 
tional Council of Churches, 297 Fourth 
Ave., N. Y. 10. (15c) 


The Bravest Man? 


HE BRAVEST man ever to 
T live on earth—who was he? 
Many nominations for this 
distinction have been made. High 
on the list should be placed the 
name of Faiher Damien, the Bel- 
gian priest who gave his life as 
missionary to lepers on Molokai, 
one of the Hawaiian Islands. 
Leprosy is an ancient and terri- 
ble scourge. The Egyptians called 
it “death before death.” It has 
appeared in all centuries and on 
all continents. I have seen its vic- 
tims in China, the Philippines and 
India. It literally eats away one 
part of the body after another and 
produces excruciating pain. 
Leprosy was first noticed in the 
Hawaiian Islands in 1853. It 
spread rapidly and, in a desperate 
effort to check its ravages, the 
policy of segregating the Jepers 
was adopted. The island of Molo- 
kai was selected for the leper 
colony. 
In 1873 Father Damien arrived. 
He came with the knowledge that 


God’s Living Letters 


he was accepting a life sentence 
to service among these afflicted 
people. Leprosy is a contagious 
disease. He would never be al- 
lowed to dwell elsewhere, and at 
that time he was only thirty-three 
years of age. 

Conditions were indescribably 
awful. The lepers numbered eight 
hundred and were in varying 
stages of decomposition. Some 
had lost a hand, some a foot, some 
had a deep pocket in the face in 
place of a nose. Sanitary condi- 
tions were deplorable. The stench 
rose to high heaven. Food was 
inadequate. Hopelessness and de- 
spair prevailed. 

For twelve years Father Damien 
lived among these people as a 
minister of mercy. Then at an 
early Mass he spoke of ‘We 
lepers.’”” He continued his work 
of compassion until his death in 
1889, at the age of forty-nine. 

In the long annals of bravery, 
where would you find a more cour- 
ageous soul than this man of God? 


by Kirby Page 
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EDITORIAL 


Christians and the Ballot 


In addition to the South Carolina em- 





phasis on the participation of church- 
men in politics (see page 10), another 
significant effort is reported from Bal- 
timore. 

There a non-denominational group of 
church people has been organized to 
promote Christian principles in civic 
life. Gerald Monsman, Baltimore attor- 
ney and Presbyterian elder, is president 
of the group. 

Mr. Monsman emphasizes two im- 
mediate objectives in connection with 
Maryland’s primary elections on May 5: 
full registration of Christians and a 
turn-out of Christians as voters. The 
group’s slogan is information, organiza- 
tion, action: IOA, 
means, ‘‘I Owe America.”’ 

United Christian Citizens, the Balti- 


open member- 


which, they say, 


more organization, has 
ship for men and women who “profess 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior 
and who are registered voters.’’ The 
constitution outlines these purposes: 

(1) ‘*To unite Christian citizens for 
the purpose of making the teachings of 
Christ. as defined in church official pro- 


8 





nouncements, effective in civic life and 
to apply these teachings to political 
affairs. 

(2) “To keep Christian citizens in- 
formed and organized for effective ac- 
tion within the political parties of their 
own choice.” 

A committee of UCC is ‘‘screening”’ 
Democratic and Republican candidates 
for Congress (House and Senate) on the 
basis of answers to a questionnaire ,as a 
service to voters. 

This sort of implementation of Chris- 
tian faith, as pioneered by devout and 
capable people, merits our close atten- 
tion. 


Your Pastor and the Assembly 


Each year we try to carry an item 
here urging churches to send their pas- 
tor and an elder or deacon to the Gen- 
eral Assembly. We think it is a good 
thing to do. In one church, for exam- 
ple, provision is made in the annual 
budget for the expenses of these two in- 
dividuals every year. 

We think it is a good investment. 
The church is adding to its ranks of well 
informed and interested leaders in a 
significant and relatively inexpensive 
manner for there is nothing quite like 
a General Assembly to show a man the 
scope of his church’s work and respon- 
sibility. 

As we write, we have before us a 
full-page advertisement in a Southern 
Baptist publication saying, ‘‘Send your 
pastor to the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, May 14-29, Miami, Fla.’’ Of course, 
japtist representation differs essentially 
from ours, but many of the values to be 
gained are the same. They say: 


“We are especially interested this 
year in having our churches ... well 
represented at this meeting. We _ feel 
world conditions, our mission program, 
and the advancement of the Kingdom 
demand all the wisdom we can muster 
and the most progressive plan we have 
ever presented.” 

How about planning for this for your 
churech’s pastor and one officer? The 
Charleston Assembly will convene on 
the evening of June 5 and will probably 
adjourn on June 11. 


BRIEF COMMENTS 


OHIO PASTORS have been polled by 
their state council of churches on the 
question of locating headquarters for 
the National Council of Churches (1) 
in New York or (2) “in soine city with- 
in a reasonable distance from the cen- 
ter of population.”’ It is not surprising 
that they 1,962-43 for No. 2. 
Sinee for most people the center of their 
universe is where they are, the same 
persons would probably vote in about the 


voted 


same proportion for an Ohio location of 
the headquarters. In fact, the Ohio poll 
is part of an effort to get denomina- 
tional headquarters of many churches 
located in a proposed Temple of Good 
Will in Columbus and Ohio pastors are 
voting overwhelmingly for this too. 


ANOTHER interesting investigation 
is scheduled to get underway as the 
House of Representatives looks into tax- 
exempt foundations, trusts, and endow- 
ments, including religious groups. The 
resolution was sponsored by Georgia’s 


E. E. Cox and was approved 194-158. 
Opponents charge that the effort igs 
aimed at attacking foundations which 
aid minority groups. 


- - * 
NEW JERSEY citizens are to have the 
privilege of voting to allow religious, 


charitable and veterans’ organizations 
to conduct bingo games for not more 





than $25 merchandise prizes—with 
minors and Sunday games prohibited. 
Sponsoring organizations must have 


been in existence for at least five years. 
If approved by the state’s voters, then 
local referenda must be held. Protes- 
tant church and welfare groups solidly 
opposed the step. Governor Driscoll has 
until May 27 to approve or veto the 
measure. 


Gift-of-the-W eek 


70 A. FT. &. 


APRIL 13-20—Assembly’s Train. 
ing School, 3400 Brook Road, Rich- 
mond 27, Va. 





In order to avoid a conflict in the 
church calendar, we are advancing the 
emphasis on the Assembly’s Training 
School by one week and encouraging 
members with a gift for the week to de- 
signate it for or send it to this institu- 
tion. (April 27 is to be observed as Na- 
tional Christian College Sunday.) 

A. T. S. probably has never faced a 
more challenging opportunity than it 
does today. It cannot supply the demand 
made upon it for trained workers as di- 


rectors of religious education, Bible 
teachers, church secretaries and the 
like. 


Our people probably do not recognize 
how unique this school is. We are in- 
clined to take it as a matter of course. 
However, few churches have its equiva- 
lent. In the Presbyterian Church, ‘USA, 
for instance, three of their seminaries 
have departments for this kind of train- 
ing but all of them together enroll 
scarcely any more than does A. T. S. 

This school has always been cramped 
for funds and equipment. Although it 
was established in 1914 and has_ two 
good buildings plus professors’ homes, 
it is just now beginning construction of 
a classroom building. During all these 
years improvised arrangements have 
been made for these needs. 

Important plans for the future indi- 
cate that the work of this school will be 
of increasing significance. 

Therefore, with high demands for its 
product, with great needs for finances, 
additional staff and equipment, and 
with challenging opportunities beckon- 
ing, the Assembly’s Training School 
merits the generous gifts of our people. 
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THE WORK OF THE CHURCH ABOARD 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





——_ 


“Behold also the ships ... .”.—-James 


3:4. 


HE PRINTERS have done it 
again. In one of their inspired 
frenzies they have made a piece 

of Seminary stationery refer to a cer- 
tain course in Missions as, ‘‘The Work 
of the Church Aboard.” 

Wait a minute, Professor, before you 
send the proof back to the printers. 
They may have something there. The 
work of the church is work aboard, 
when you come to think of it. For the 
church, which has been likened to many 
things—an army, a bride, a hospital, a 
flock of sheep—has also been likened to 
a ship. 

The church, like the ship, should be 
going somewhere, and it should have an 
able crew on duty at all times. Aboard 
a ship a lot of work has to be done. 

Down in the hold of the great liner 
the engines run steadily by day and by 
night. No man on board, not the whole 
crew and passenger list together, could 
produce the power that makes the ship 
plow through the storms. But the 
engines do not run by themselves. Men 
are down there watching the gauges, 
seeing that the flow of oil is constant, 
on guard against any stoppage in the 
fuel lines, listening to the tempo of the 
great turbines. 

So the moving church is powered by 
the Spirit. The power does not come 
from the men and women in it. But 
the flow of power is not automatic, the 
crew cannot afford to close up the 
engine room and hope the ship will 
make it somehow. No, down out cf 
sight in the engine room called Prayer. 
thought is taken for the inflow of the 
Spirit, some must see to it that the 
channels are kept free, must watch the 
sensitive indicators of the church’s pro- 
gress, must listen with trained ear fcr 
signs of trouble. 


Unless the oil flows steadily the 
ship will falter; and unless the Spirit 
moves, the church will not move. 


HERE ARE PASSENGERS on 
board, and these have to he 
looked after. They certainly have 

to be fed. Even if it is no passenger 
vessel, the crew must be fed, and fed 
well. In the days of sailing vessels 
crews could be fed on hardtack; but in 
these more efficient times, hardtack will 
not do. There must be good cooks in 
the galleys. “Any fool can heat food 
till it’s not raw any more, but it takes 
more than that to be a cook.’”” The food 
must be kept fresh, there must he 
variety, it must be served attractively 
and regularly. 
So Sunday 


school teachers and 
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preachers must not serve up stale 
meals or dishes thrown together. 
What they serve must be attractive 
and digestible, even if few digest it 
and fewer still appreciate it. 


A ship is one of the cleanest places 
in the world, but this is no accident. 
Keeping a ship clean takes no end of 
work. The brasswork tarnishes in the 
salt air, the ship’s course takes it at 
times through foul waters, and if (as 
often happens) it fails to burn its own 
smoke, the fumes from the stack will 
blacken the paint. So the decks have 
to be serubbed and the brass-work has 
to be polished every morning. 


Likewise, the Gospel ship has to 
have attention to keep it clean. Dirt 
from the waters of the world, fumes 
from its own combustion, have to be 
fought all the time. Only day-by-day 
scrubbing will keep the ship shining. 


somewhere, and some one is on 

duty there 24 hours a day. The 
ship does not ply the sea-lanes alone, 
there are hundreds of other craft in 
these waters. It is important to keep 
in communication with other ships, to 
exchange notes on the weather, to note 
icebergs, if any, to report emergencies, 
to avoid collisions. 

Now, if the church is tied up at the 
wharf it hardly needs a radio: if it is 
not going anywhere it does not need to 
know about other ships. A_ static 
church, a church which has found a 
snug berth and intends to stay there, 
can disregard other churches, it can 
stay to itself rotting quietly away. But 
on a moving church, as on a moving 


T HE SHIP wil’ have a radio shack 


ship, there must be constant communi- 
cation. 


If the church is going somewhere, 
if it ventures on the high seas, it is 
all-important that it keep in touch 
with other ships, avoiding collisions, 
learning from them, giving them help 
and information in return. 


Up in the crow’s nest or out on the 
bow there is always a lookout. He may 
not know just what he is looking for; 
his business is to report anything he 
sees out there, anything from a launch 
to a landfall, anything from a whale to 
an iceberg. Even in these days of 
radar, someone has to watch the radar 
sereen. 

So, from the moving church there 
must be a continual watch ahead. Just 
as some of the crew must give all their 
attention to the ship, some few must 
give all their eyes to what is off the 
ship, someone must always be thinking 
ahead. 


Some churches station their only 
lookouts aft, but this is not good sea- 
manship. The wake is pretty to look 
at, but it has little interest for the 
Captain. 


WAY UP THERE on the bridge, 
the work aboard is very impor- 
tant indeed. There are the brains 

of the ship, there the ship’s position is 
taken, there it is steered. It is not 
enough to set out on the true course; 
that course has to be checked over and 
over again. Only the Flying Dutchman, 
a ghost-ship sailing forever, never mak- 
ing port, can afford to be careless about 
steering. 

And the true church is no ghost-ship, 
no derelict, it has a Destination. It was 
set well on its course centuries ago; but 
often it has veered and had to be 
brought round again. 

To a first voyager’s eye, the sea ap- 
pears to be trackless, but the man at 
the wheel knows better; his track is set 
by the stars. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Statewide Campaign 
Planned for October 


South Carolina News Letter 


A simultaneous evangelistic season is 
being planned for every Presbyterian 
church in South Carolina next October. 
In order to accomplish this purpose, the 
faculty and students of Columbia Semi- 
nary will come into the state for a week 
to fill every vacant pulpit. Plane are 
beginning over the state in mid-April 
with cottage prayer groups to be ar- 
ranged, prospect lists to be made, vis- 
itation teams to be selected and trained. 


Enthusiasm is running high. 


Lutherans Discourage 
Student Marriages 

Student marriages were called a 
“seemingly growing problem” at the re- 
cent meeting of the South Carolina 
Lutheran Synod which took action to 
discourage them. A committee reported: 
“There seems to be a growing tendency 
for ministerial and even college students 
to marry before finishing their educa- 
tion. Such student marriages present 
many additional problems and we feel 
the consideration of marriages before 
graduation from seminary or college 
should be discouraged.”’ Students who 
are being aided by church funds are to 
be advised against marriage until com- 
pletion of their courses. If a student 
wishes to receive financial aid after 
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marriage he must submit a new applica- 
tion and have his new status fully re. 
viewed. In another action, the synog 
agreed that athletics at Newberry Col- 
lege may be discontinued unless alumni 
can raise funds to finance it. The 
school’s trustees will decide. 


Church Members Urzed to 
Take Part in Politics 

Church members have been urged to 
take a more active part in politics by 
the Christian Action Council of South 
Carolina, a temperance and law enforce- 
ment group. Churches of the state were 
asked to emphasize the importance or 
the ballot as an “inherent right” which 
too often is either ignored or abused. 
“Christian people could make a fine con- 
tribution to our state,’’ the council said, 
“by active participation in precinct 
meetings as well as by registering and 
by careful and intelligent voting. At its 
last meeting the S. C. Council on Aleo- 
hol Education was merged into the 
Christian Action Council which is now 
the sole agency through which Protest- 
ant denominations in the state will work 
on issues affecting the moral and social 
welfare of the citizenry. Neil Truesdale, 
Presbyterian minister of Newberry, 
stressed the importance of helping the 
alcoholic. He called upon ministers to 
work in collaboration with Alcoholics 
Anonymous and urged business men and 
the public generally to ‘change their 
attitudes and provide jobs and other op- 
portunities to help in rehabilitating al- 
coholics. 


Activities in and 
About the Churches 

Spartanburg’s First church recently 
dedicated its new religious education 
plant. Next step in its large construction 
program will be a small, stone chapel 
of Gothic design .... The Aiken church 
(in the H-Bomb area) recently reported 
receiving 100 members after a visitation 
campaign .... : A Christian Mission for 
Men is scheduled for Clemson, S. C., 
May 3-4... . Shandon church in Colum- 
bia again conducted a Sunday morning 
stay-at-home for its members while can- 
vassers called for their pledges .... 


Newly-organized churehes include. 


Doby’s Bridge and Riverview, outposts 
of the Unity church, Fort Mill, with 
Jamie D. Stimson installed as _ pastor. 


Unity church contributed 4 2o0f 58 char- 
ter members at Riverview and 48 out of 
61 at Doby’s Bridge.... Church build- 
ings were recently completed in Black- 
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stock, Bullock Creek and Oakdale... . 
Northminster church in Rock Hill has a 
new manse and the Uriel church, RFD 
Chester, will soon be starting »ne.... 
Bethel Presbytery ended the year giving 
at least what the budget called for to 
each cause and with a 17% larger 
budget for the new year.... 


Preachers Urged to Stop 
Trying to Be Psychiatrists 

Preachers ought to stop trying to be 
psychologists or psychiatrists and start 
being ‘‘ambassadors of Jesus Christ,”’ 
John Sutherland Bonnell, of Fifth Ave- 
nue Presbyterian church, New York, 
told the mid-winter Presbyterian min- 
isters’ meeting in Columbia. Said Dr. 
Bonnell: “There are men much better 
trained in that field than we can ever 
be. Our business is to be ambassadors of 
Jesus Christ. There’s nothing new in 
this emphasis on dealing with personal 
problems. Only the Christian pastor is 
competent to deal with real guilt. There 
is only one thing competent to give de- 
livery of such guilt and that is the as- 
surance of Almighty God, through his 
son, Jesus Christ. We still have the 
transforming power of Christ.’’ He 
urged ministers to ‘‘come down fron: the 
pulpit and sit where the parishoners 
sit” and learn their problems. Why do 
not more people bring their troubles to 
the minister? he asked. ‘“‘It is because 
they are afraid. They are afraid that 
they are going to be denounced; afraid 
that judgment is going to be pronounced 
against them. They do not need denun- 
ciation. What they need is a ray of 
hope.”’ 


Miscellany 

Mid-week baseball games will be 
played in Spartanburg Wednesday after- 
noon by the Spartanburg Peaches and 
not Wednesday night, as formerly. The 
change, said G. Leo Hughes, president 
of the ball club,, was made in order to 
give people a chance to attend services 
in their churches... . Ths Second 
church, Union, organized only a few 
months, boasts that every member 
signed a tither’s covenant card. 





USA MODERATOR’S ITINERARY 





Concluding itinerary for Harrison 
Ray Anderson, moderator of the Pres- 
byterian, USA, General Asembly, before 
his term of office expires, is within the 
boundaries of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S.—in Florida. 

Apr. 27—West 
Miami, First, p. m. 

Apr. 28—U. S.-USA 
Greater Miami, noon; Naples, p. m. 

Apr. 29—Bradenton-Sarasota. 


Palm Beach, a. m., 


ministers of 


Apr. 30——Clearwater-Tampa-St. [let- 
ersburg. 
May 1---Winter Haven-Lakeland. 


May 2—Orlando. 
May 3-4—Jacksonville. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 





Jernigan Is Inaugurated 
As President of Queens 


Charlton C. Jernigan, attended by re- 
presentatives of more than 150 colleges, 
universities and learned societies, was 
recently inaugurated as the tenth pres- 
ident of Queens College, Charlotte, N. 
C. In his address he said, ‘‘It is the small 
church college, “not ashamed to respect 
the best of the Christian philosophy and 
incorporate it into our classroorn lec- 
tures,” that nurtures ‘‘the fundamental 
beliefs which made this country great.” 
Dr. Jernigan also said, ““Your small col- 
lege dares to say that on the undergrad- 
uate level the humanities are a more 
important branch of knowledge for the 
undergraduate mind than are the sci- 


ences and social sciences.’’ Dr. Jernigan 
came to Queens last August from the 
faculty of Florida State University. 
Guest speaker for the occasion was the 
president of Randolph-Macon Woman’s 
College, Theodore H. Jack. 
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New Promotion Head 
Named at Austin College 

Henry Frnka, formerly head coach 
and athletic director of Tulane Univer. 
sity in New Orleans, recently joined the 
staff of Austin College, Sherman, Texas, 
as executive vice-president in charge of 
promotion. Travelling extensively in 
Texas and Oklahoma, Frnka, an alum- 
nus of Austin College, will concentrate 
on financial matters, future endowments 
and other promotional efforts. 


Seven Baker Awards 
Made at Davidson 

Seven high school seniors have been 
chosen to receive the George F. Baker 
scholarships for 1952 at Davidson Col- 
lege. After two days of intensive tests 
and interviews, these seven were chosen 
from among the 19 finalists: Wm. I. F. 
Kuykendall, Charlotte; J. Harold Me- 
Keithen, Jr., Winston-Salem; James B. 
Marshall, Clarksville, Tenn.; Arthur M. 
Martin, Jr., Winnsboro, S. C.; Patrick D. 
Miller, Jr., Atlanta; Fred G. Myers, 
Spartanburg, S. C.; and Clyde O. Robin- 
son, Jr., Raleigh. Depending on indi- 
vidual needs, the scholarships are 
valued up to $1,100 a year for the full 
four years. 


A. T. S. Student 
Officers Named 

Student officers for 1952-53 have 
been elected and installed at the Assem- 
bly’s Training School, Richmond, Va., 
as follows: June Holtzendorff, Clemson, 
S. C., president; Betty Stewart, Milton, 
Fla., vice-president; Helen Bell, Merid- 
ian, Miss., secretary; Mary Faith Car- 
son, Kingsport, Tenn., treasurer; com- 
mittee chairmen: Sara Barry, Benoit, 
Miss., spiritual life; June Anderson, 
Agua Dulce, Texas, social activties. 


Steel Shipments Halted 
For Church Construction 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Delivery 
of steel to church construction projects 
has been halted by the National Produc- 
tion Authority. 

The ban does not affect steel enroute 
to construction sites, but prohibits the 
initiation of any further shipments, re- 
gardless of the priority given the proj- 
ects. 

The ban will remain in effect until 
labor difficulties in the steel industry 
have been settled, and uniil such time 
afterward as civilian steel supplies re- 
turn to normal. 

If a strike occurs, a deep inroad will 
be made in church, school. and institu- 
tional construction programs for the 
balance of this year, since the loss of 
steel will be felt more sharply by the 
civilian side of the economy than by de- 
fense production. 


PULPIT FURNITURE 


Pulpit Sets Designed for 
any Type of Church 
Fer Contact by Representotive o 
Illustrated Literature, Write 


FLOWERS SCHOOL EQUIPMENT CO., inc. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Warning Against Profane Living 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 4, 1952 


Exodus 20:7; Mathew 5:33-37; 23:16-22; Luke 11:1-4. 


Civilization, it is commonly agreed, 
can be established and maintained culy 
on the basis of the Ten Commandments. 
The first of these commandments deals 
with the recognition of God—‘Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me.” 
The second deals with the worship of 
God—‘‘Thou shalt not make unto thee 
a graven image... .’’ The third deals 
with the name of God—‘‘Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain.” 


The Third Commandment 


Among the Hebrews a man’s name 
was closely associated with his person- 
ality and character. That was especially 
true of God. The names given to God 
describe his character as they had come 
to know it. 

“To the patriarchs the name under 
which God was chiefly known was the 
Almighty. When he revealed himself to 
Moses it was under the name of Jehovah 
(“I will be that I will be’’). Christ re- 
vealed God under the name of the 
Father. He said in his last prayer, ‘I 
have manifested Thy name unto the 
men Thou gavest me out of the world,’ 
meaning that he had made known to 
man the kinship between him and God, 
the wonderful love and compassion im- 
plied in the Divine Fatherhood, and the 
new form which the Divine authority 
assumes now that God has revealed him- 
self as being something more to us than 
our Creator and Ruler. Christ made it 
possible for us to call God our Father, 
and for us to see in God all that the 
name contains. The name of God stands 
for himself, and for that which he has 
revealed of himself, not for our thoughts 
about him’’ (R. W. Dale). 


The Hebrew word translated “in 
vain’? means literally ‘‘to take up for 
unreality,’’ ‘‘to make use of for any idle, 
frivolous, or insincere purpose.’”’ ‘“‘What 
the Third Commandment means, then, 
most of all,’’ suggests Kenneth J. Fore- 
man (OUTLOOK, June 11, 1951), ‘“‘is 
this: Do not take the name of God and 
make a lie out of it. Do not take the 
name of God and live as if God were a 
stranger.’’ 


I. What Is Forbidden 


The Third Commandment forbids at 
least three sins. 1. Profanity. Every- 
where we go, today, we hear the name 
of Jesus and God taken in vain—upon 
the street, in the theatre, in many pub- 
lic places, at social gatherings and in 
the home. 

Is this merely an _ inconsequential 
habit? One well known theologian de- 
scribes it as a mere pecadillo. John H. 
Powell in his fine study on the Ten 
Commandments thinks otherwise. He 
says: 
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“Do not suppose that you can use pro- 
fanity and not reap the vengeance of 
Almighty God. You will not be struck 
dead with a thunderbolt. No sudden 
catastrophe will overtake you. But you 
will not avoid the inevitable conse- 
quence of irreverance. Slowly, but in- 
evitably, the High Places of your life 
will be leveled down, and there will be 
nothing left that is holy and _ sacred. 
You cannot take God’s name in vain and 
continue to revere him. Gradually, all 
idea of him, all appreciation of his 
majesty and glory will go, and what 
should be the finest influence in your 
life will be dead.”” (The Ten Command- 
ments, Macmillan, New York.) 


If we think that this is mere religious 
cant, try it on some other subject, your 
mother’s, for example. Start using her 
name with an oath, a curse, a light and 
meaningless term upon your lips and 
see how long your respect and love for 
her will last. 


“You know the truth. ‘Your respect 
and love for her would have gone long 
before you ever began to use her name 
so. No man speaks lightly and irrever- 
ently of the things he really reveres and 
loves.”’ 


2. Perjury. 


“In the book of Deuteronomy the 
Hebrews were commanded to swear by 
God’s name. In other words, they were 
commanded to take oaths, just as we 
do in our law courts, seriously and rev- 
erently to call upon God as a witness to 
the truth of one’s testimony as a spec- 
ial warrant of one’s honesty. It is sup- 
posed that a man who might lie in or- 
dinary conversation would yet under 
oath tell the truth out of regard for the 
sacredness of that by which he swears. 
Now, this commandment says that God’s 
name must not be linked with deliberate 
falsehood. In other words, the Hebrews 
were to conceive of God as being abso- 
lutely truthful and never to associate 
his name with lies and deceit”’ (Powell). 


Do we have such respect for God, such 
fidelity to truth in our law courts today, 
in our numerous special investigations 
where men are sworn to tell the truth? 
Merely to raise such a question is to 
win a wry and bitter smile. Perjury is 
rampant in American life. One is hardly 
expected to tell the truth when his own 
interests are at stake. 

Dr. Powell asks: 


“How long do you think our social 
organization can endure on the basis of 
tolerated perjury? There are just two 
alternatives: either we must build our 
social structure on the love of truth, or 
we must build it on the fear of God. 
And logically the one grows out of the 
other; for there is ultimately no logical 
conception of honesty apart from belief 
in God.” 


8. Profane Living. The 20th Century 
Quarterly defines profane living as 
“living apart from God, outside the 
realm of religion. We might further 
break this definition down into three 
categories. First, there are those who 
live profanely, merely by being indiffer- 
ent to God. Second, there are those who 
profane their lives by opposing God. 
Third, there are some who are profane 
through spiritual blasphemy, serving 
God with their lips without giving him 
their lives.’’ Profane living in these vari- 
ous aspects is a consequence as well as 
a cause of profanity, or irreverance, of 
hypocrisy. But this would not be a pro- 
fane world unless many of us who pro- 
fess to worship God were ourselves in- 
wardly profane. Some men use God’s 
name as a pretext to make men think 
they are better than they really are. 
Many more take God’s name upon their 
lips and do not realize that it has be- 
come a form from which the reality has 
fled. The easy use of God’s name has 
become a means for evading God’s 
demands upon their lives. 
They are taking God’e name in vain. 
There is no minister who is not sad- 
dened as he recalls the many individ- 
uals he has received into the church who 
have apparently forgotten entirely their 
vows “in humble reliance upon the 
grace of the Holy Spirit’ to ‘‘endeavor 
to live as becometh the followers of 
Christ.’”” They have taken the Lord’s 
name in vain. 


searching 


Il. What Is Required 


1. Holiness of Life. Dr. Day writes: 
“The Third Commandment challenges 
the most fundamental quality of our 
lives, namely, our basic integrity, our 
deepest honesty. It makes us face the 
question of whether we are taking God’s 
name in earnest or whether we are sim- 
ply giving God lip service.’ It reminds 
us who have tried to be loyal to him of 
our own commitments and of the times 
when we have failed to carry them out. 
Have we honestly endeavored to live as 
becometh the followers of Jesus Christ 
—in the whole of our life? 


“Have we, for example, applied the 
Golden Rule to all aspects of our life, or 
only to ai part of it? Have we applied it 
in our homes, but not in our businesses? 
Have we applied it in relation to people 
that we like, but not in relation to peo- 
ple we don’t like? The Third Command- 
ment is the toughest of them all, be- 
cause it hits us where we live—not in 
relation to theft, or covetousness, or 
some other specific action, but as a chal- 
lenge to us to be honest with ourselves 
in making our actions square with our 
words. In a positive way the Third Com- 
mandment proclaims: Thou shalt take 
the name of the Lord Thy God in ear- 
nest.”’ 


As the Larger Catechism, a part of 
the Constitution of our church puts it: 
“The Third Commandment requires 
that the name of God... and whatever 
else there is whereby he makes himself 
known, be holily and reverently used 

. by an holy profession and answer- 
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able conversation {17th century English 
for ‘a manner of life which corresponds 
to the profession of faith’], to the glory 
of God and the good of ourselves and 
others.” 


2. Truthfulness in Speech. As Jesus 
words in the Sermon on the Mount and 
elsewhere make abundantly clear, the 
Third Commandment requires, among 
other things, absolute truthfulness in 
our speech. ‘‘Do not swear at all,’ he 
says. ‘“‘Let what you say be simply, ‘Yes’ 
or ‘No.’” 

To understand this sweeping injunc- 
tion we need to remember that in Jesus’ 
day the rabbis explained away the spirit 
of the Third Commandment by limiting 
it to the actual name of Deity. So punct- 
ilious were they about vainly pronounc- 
ing the name ‘‘Jehovah”’ that in reading 
the Scriptures when they came to that 
name they read it ‘‘Adhonay” or Lord, 
so that the word in our King James Ver- 
sion printed in capitals means in 
Hebrew ‘“‘Jehovah.’’ But while they were 
fastidious on the one hand they were 
equally reckless on the other. As 
Broadus points out, the rabbis held that 
the law made binding only those oaths 
which contained some name or peculiar 
attribute of God, or something else that 
was eminently sacred. Other oaths not 
naming or directly suggesting God they 
held to be not binding. 

“The Talmud expressly declares that 


such oaths as ‘by heaven’ or ‘by the 
earth’ do not bind at all. And though 


some teachers set themselves against 
this, they were borne down by the 
majority. Accordingly the Jews were 


remarkable for their frequent use of 
oaths in ordinary conversation, swearing 
by the temple, by the altar, by the lamb, 
by the dishes, by the law, by Moses, by 
the prophets, by the life of the rabbis, 
as well as the oaths here mentioned 
(Mt 5:34-35; 23:16:22), and countless 
others, and reckoning such oaths to be 
nothing.’”’ (T. H. Robinson: Moffatt’s 
Commentary on Matthew.) 


A man’s simplest word, says Jesus, 


should be enough without the need of 
any stronger affirmation. Anything else 
is unnecessary and is likely to be the 
means of misunderstanding, misleading, 
evasion or actual falsehood. Certainly an 
For anyone who 
falsely to a 


oath is no protection 
will tell a lie will 
notary of the public for the same pur- 


swear 


pose. 


Writes John A. Broadus 

“The necessity, real or supposed, for 
using oaths, originates in evi! or in 
Satan, for it is due ‘to the fact that men 
do not always faithfully keep their sim- 
ple word. And like all the consequences 
of sin, this practice reacts to strengthen 
its source: for not only do men thereby 
become less careful as to the truthful- 





For help in studying or teaching 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
—send $1 today for 
Thompson’s Portfolio on the Ten 
Commandments. 6 for $5. 
OUTLOOK ® Richmond 19, Va. 


14 


Ernest Trice 


of assertions 
oath, but even oaths tend gradually to 
lose their solemn force by frequent, and 
especially by heedless and irreverent re- 
petition. And so the obDservance of our 


ness unattended by an 


Lord’s prohibition would give to oaths 
a much greater value in those cases ip 
which they are really necessary an? 
proper.” 


3. Sincerity in Prayer. Our lesson text 
suggests that the spirit of the Third 
Commandment carries over into our 
prayers. “And in praying,’ says Jesus, 
“do not heap up empty phrases as the 
Gentiles do; for they think that they 
will be heard for their many words. Do 
not be like them, for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him. Pray 
then like this: ‘Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven.’ ” 

Do we take God’s name in vain even 
in prayer? Jesus’ words suggest that we 
do. Vain repetitions, empty phrases— 
how many of us have been guiltless of 
that practice? Grace before meat is a 
beautiful custom and should be con- 
tinued, but it tends to become an empty 
form. The phrase ‘for Christ’s sake’ is 
added at the end of our prayers, often 
without meaning to God or to ourselves. 
We repeat habitual phrases and cus- 
tomary petitions like a parrot, perhaps 
the usual prayer before retiring, or it 
may even be the prayer which our 
mother taught us to pray, and we think 
we are really praying. Too often we are 
only ‘fooling ourselves with trivial de- 
votions,” as Friar Lawrence phrases it. 


Jesus taught us to pray to ‘Our 
Father who art in heaven’’: to a God 
who loves each one of us as though 


there were only one of us to love, who is 
more ready to good gifts to his 
children than any earthly father is to 
give gifts unto his children. We are to 
pray to u God Father in 
heaven—whose views are not bound as 
ours necessarily are by the things of 
earth or by the things of today; a God 
who sees what is best for us in all the 
that lie ahead, through all the 
years of eternity; a God has all 
power at his disposal, who makes the 
wrath of men to praise him, and who 
makes all things work together for good 
to them that love him. We are to pray 
to our Father who is in heaven, not my 
Father only, or your Father, but our 
Father, the God and Father of all men 
everywhere. 
We are to 
name.”’ 


give 


who is our 





years 


who 


pray, ‘‘Hallowed be thy 
The name of God, as we have 
seen, represents the character of God, 
God as he has revealed himself to man. 
To hallow means to make known as holy 
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on the part of God and to regard as holy 
on the part of man. When we pray, 
“Hallowed be thy name,” we pray that 
God will reveal the holiness of his char- 
acter, his purpose and his will to man- 
kind- pore over his revealed 
Word, as we delve into the secrets of 
nature, as we seek to understand the 
meaning of world events, as we try to 
interpret the meaning of our own ex- 
perience. 

As we offer this petition we pray that 
we and other men may recognize and 
reverence the character, purpose and 
will of God as revealed to us in the 
Bible, in nature, in history, and in our 
own experience. And if our petition js 
vital and sincere, if are not taking the 
name of God in vain, we pledge our- 
selves to reverence and to lead others to 
reverence God’s character, God’s pur- 
pose, and God’s will however it may be 
revealed to us. 

We are to pray, ‘“‘Thy Kingdom come,” 
The Kingdom is God’s rule over indi- 
vidual men and over society in this 
world as well as in the world to come, 
When we offer this petition we pray that 
God’s reign may be established in our 
hearts, in our homes, in our city, and in 
the social, industrial, political and in- 
ternational life of our times, and, if we 
are sincere, if we are not taking the 
name of God in vain, we pledge our- 
selves to work toward the accomplish- 
ment of that end. 

We are to pray, “Thy will be done on 
earth ....’’ When we offer this petition 
we pray that God’s will may be done by 
whom? Certainly not by God, for such 
a prayer would be both futile and fool- 
ish. We request then that God’s will 
may be done by other men, by our 
neighbors, by heads of governments, by 
politicians, by industrialists and 
labor leaders, by Russians, and British, 
and Americans, by all men everywhere 
and in all walks of life. But such prayer 
is meaningless-—we take God’s name in 
and first and 
foremost a prayer that God’s will may 
be done in us. 


as we 


local 


vain——unless it is also 


“Thy will be done on earth.”’ 

On bended knee we pray; 

Then leave our prayer before the throne, 
And rise and go our way. 


And earth is filled with woe, 
And war, and evil, still, 

For lack of men whose prayer is, 
I come to do Thy will.’’ 


“Lo, 


Thy will be done on earth? 
I.ord, grant me grace to see 
That if Thy will is to be done, 
It must be done by me. 
W. P. MERRILL in The Way. 

The Third Commandment is: ‘Thou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord Thy 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain.”’ 

Lesson commentary based on “Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons: The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching,” copyrighted, 1952, by the Di- 
vision of Christian Education, National 


Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U. &. A. 
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BOOK NOTES 


INTERPRETING THE NEW TESTA- 
MENT, 1900-1950. By Archibald M. 
Hunter. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. 144 pp., $2.50. 

Dr. Hunter is professor of New Testa- 
ment at the University of Aberdeen. 
His book gives a brief survey of the 
work of New Testament scholars over 
the first half of the twentieth century. 
The author knows his field well, though, 
of course, he gives somewhat more at- 
tention to British scholarship than 
American or Continental. An amazing 
amount of information is packed be- 
tween the covers of this small book. It 
is fascinating reading for anyone, minis- 
ter or intelligent layman, who is at all 
interested in the progress of technicai 
Biblical scholarship. 

There are chapters on the transla- 
tions, the text, the question of Aramaic 
origins, the synoptic Gospels, the life of 
Christ, Paul, the Johannine literature, 
the writings of other apostolic men, and 
the theology of the New Testament. 

The author is thoroughly committed 
to the necessity of using textual and 
histori¢al criticism. He surveys some 
of the most erratic theories and nega- 
tive conclusions, but he shows a most 
heartening trend toward real historic 
Christianity. Let us quote just a few 
words from his concluding paragraph: 





“On every score we have reason to 
write Finis on a note of hope. The 
scholars of the last half-century have 
not solved all the problems, linguistic, 
literary, historical or theological. But 
in many fields there is substantial pro- 
gress to report. . . Above all, we have 
come to a new understanding of the im- 
portance of New Testament theology, 
and of the New Testament documents 
as witnesses to the unique intervention 
of the living God in Jesus Christ for us 
men and for our salvation. Despite the 
aberrations and excesses of individual 
critics, the course of New Testament 
studies in the twentieth-century has 
been mainly to make more sure the 


foundations on which our Christian 
faith is built, and to increase and 
deepen our conviction that ‘a new face 
has been put upon life by the blessed 
thing that God did when he offered up 
his only begotten Son.’ ”’ 

SAMUEL A. CARTLEDGE. 


Decatur, Ga. 


CHARIOTS OF FIRE and Other Ser- 
mons on Bible Characters. By Clarence 
E. Macartney. Abingdon Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville. 192 pp., $2.00. 

This book contains 18 sermons on 
minor characters from the Old and New 
Testaments. This does not mean that 
the people portrayed in these sermons 
are unimportant. In his usual conserva~ 
tive but dramatic and practical way, Dr. 
Macartney makes his subjects live again. 
A lay leader will be helped tremend- 
ously in understanding Biblical truth 
concerning many characters who are 
often neglected. 

JULIAN SPITZER 
Knoxville, Tenn. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





William Penn, Founder and Friend. 
Virginia Haviland. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
Nashville. $1.50. 

The People’s Priest. John C. Heenan. 
Sheed & Ward, N. Y. $2.75. 

Our Children and God. Mrs. Clarence 
H. Hamilton. Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc., 
Indianapolis, Ind. $2.50. 

The Irony of American History. Rein- 
hold Niebuhr. Scribners, New York. $2.50. 

fabriel and the Creatures. Gerald 
Heard. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3.50. 

Florence Allshorn, J. H. Oldham. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.75. 

On Upward Flight. Laura Howell Nor- 
den, Exposition Press, N. Y. $1.50. 

The Art of Book Reading. Stella S. 
Center. Chas. Scribner’s Sons, N. Y. $3.50. 

The Interpreter’s Bible—Volume 8: Luke 
and John, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville. $8.75. 

College and You. Calvin S. Sifferd. 
McKnight & McKnight Publishing Co., 
Bloomington, Ill. $2.50. 

Fifty Object Talks. E. Lansing Bennett. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
$2.00. 








RIDE 
THE 
WILD 
HORSES 


The Christian Use of Our Untamed 
I mpulses 





J. WALLACE HAMILTON 


Should our emotions be given free rein, 
suppressed or released to the will of God? 
Twelve startlingly conceived sermons by 
Dr. Hamilton, pastor of the famed “Drive- 
in-Church”’ in St. Petersburg, Florida, 
develop the theme that emotions are like 
“Wild Horses’—they should be ridden. 
This is a dramatic, sensible answer to the 
problem of man’s basis instincts. $2.50 
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HOW TO BE A 
TRANSFORMED 


Fifty-two weeks of purposeful daily meditations—clear, 
effective guidance into radiant health of body, mind, will, 
emotions. Scripture, meditation, prayer, and affirmation 
for each day in the year—logical steps out of self- 
centered frustration and futility into a transforming 
Christian experience. 


HOW TO BE A TRANSFORMED PERSON is equally 
e for daily devotions 


e for weekly study or discussion groups 
e for reading, like any other book, as a continuous 


ABINGDON -COKESBURY 
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PERSON 


At Your Bookstore 
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THE BOOK OF 
NUMBERS 


An Exposition 
CHARLES R. ERDMAN 


In this, his fourth in a series of books on 
the Pentateuch, Dr. Erdman has once 
again contributed magnificently to the 
understanding of the workings of God in 
history. At his literary best in exposi= 
tion, the author aptly describesyand ‘in* 
terprets this commentary on the nature 
and providences of God . . arich con- 
tribution to’religion. $2.00 





FIFTY 
OBJECT 
TALKS 








For Your Junior Congregation 
E. LANSING BENNETT 


Thirty of these tested object talks for 
the Junior Group. The remaining per- 
tain to specia) days: Palm Sunday, 
Easter, Mother’s Day, and many others 
are included. Each talk is based on a 
verse of Scripture and the objects recom- 
mended are easily obtainable. Children’s 
undivided attention will be commanded 
by all who use this remarkable book. 


$2.00 
At Your LOCAL BUOKSTORE 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
Westwood, New Jersey 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Luther L. Price from North Miami 
Fla., to 131 Oak Ave., Sebring, Fla. 

W. Ernest Wilson from Whitesburg, 
Ky., to Box 22, Wyndale, Va., April 28. 

J. M. Sydenstricker, 
Brazil, furlough, 
burg, W. Va., to 1204 Rennie Ave., Rich- 
mond 27, Va. 

James V. Johnson, Jr., of Miami, Fla., 








missionary to 


now on from Lewis- 


who will complete his work at Prince- 
ton Seminary this year, will become as- 
sistant pastor of the First church, Pen- 
sacola, Fla., July 1. 
Charles R. Butler, Jr., 
Minas, Brazil, 
Minas, Brazil. 


from Patroci- 


nio, to Carmo do Para- 
naiba, 

J. E. Fleming from Abbeville, La., to 
908 W. Cherry Si., Clarksville, Ark. 

Joseph James, Perryville, Ky., hac ac- 
cepted a call to the Odessa, Mo. (USA) 
church and has already begun his work 
there. 

Russell M. Kerr, of the Bethel ARP 
church, Winnsboro, S. C., has accepted a 
Philadelphia church, Mint 
(OUTLOOK, Apr. 14), ef- 
May 1. Mr. Kerr also 
director of young 


call to the 
ma, N. C. 
fective 
serves as 
work for 


about 
people’s 
his denomination and chair- 
man of the trustees of the summer 


Rock, N. C. 


as- 


sembly grounds at Flat 


OZARKS COLLEGE PRESIDENT 

John Paul Vincent, pastor of the First 
church, Sioux City, Iowa, will take up 
his duties as president of the College of 
the Ozarks, Clarksville, Ark.,_ this 
month, Fred Walker of 


Farmington, Mo. 


succeeding 





“By their fruits 
ye shall know them” 


ns % 
so canes 


. A Time for Performing 


A Schreiner education 
equips boys for both military 
and civilian life. 


SCHREINER 
Presbyterian Military College 


Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 








DEATHS 

Dunbar H. Ogden, minister emeritus 
of the Napoleon Avenue church, New 
Orleans, died April 12, on 74th 
birthday, after a long illness. Dr. Ogden 
(above) had a distinguished 
occupying the pulpits of six large 
churches and being accorded many hon- 
the in the 
movement toward Presbyterian reunion 
and, until his retirement two years ago, 
headed the Presbyterian, U. S. 


his 


ministry, 


ors. He was one of leaders 


, commit- 


tee in negotiations with the 
church. (Editorial next week.) 
Emmett L. McClurkan, 65, 


Pineville, 


USA 


pastor at 
1928, died there 
March 21 after several years of illnegs, 
Before entering the ministry in 1928, he 
had been a teacher and YMCA worker, 
He was a native of Decatur, Texas. 


Ky., since 


Annie Lee (Mrs. I. S.) McElroy, 98, 
died in Nashville, Tenn., March 16. She 
was the widow of the late Rev. I. S. Me 
Elroy and the mother of I. S., (Jr.), 


Richmond, Va. 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


4A four-year college for men and 
women 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful 
mate; modern 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


Character 


campus; bracing 
buildings; 
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excellent 











1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


A liberal arts college for men 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 


1952 








THE EYES OF THE 
ASSEMBLY 
ARE UPON THIS 
REMARKABLE COLLEGE 


Red Springs, N. C. 


FLORA MACDONALD 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


SCHOLARSHIPS ARE 
AVAILABLE 
TO QUALIFIED APPLICANTS 


JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President 


1952 
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